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FOR SO LONG THE GOOD LOOKING SUPPORTING
ACTOR, JAMES PUREFQY'S NAME IS GOING ABOVE
THE TITLE IN EPIC ADVENTURE SOLOMON KANE.

IS HE READY FOR ALL THE ATTENTION?

Portrait by Hamish Brown

he whale celebrity thing |5 mot really
my bag.” lames Purefoy mys, ever so
slightly apologetically, *1'na nol tern
by comfonable with it."

Doon’l fall amver. 1075 an umasl bine, like
saomething from a bygone age, especaily
from someome whio makes their living
dwing atemion o themselves in front
of huge audiences (Furefoy understands the contradiction
Loar) Bt Whvat’s b §E s for Jamees Purcfoy,

I waich people doothe whole thing Yoo know, e
invitations stack up at home te all the crappy shop open:
inps and premicres that youo oould go to, bt schy would §
ke didng that? What's & about# Savhbee if 1 was doing newoene
ol et sl D be Betier Koown, bl i docsn't make e
YENY |'I.'-||3|:I:-'J.I'I.ﬂ it makes e feel a e awkosaed.”

IF yowa woene writing a checklis nrﬂ'quirr.'d traits for a
ladiog mean, Purcioy would tick overy oo Handsdmse?
Y, bt neot in an alarming way, b0og (o pefoct 1o be real,
Chamming* Certainly, The pan who's dated l:w:.:nnh
Falrrong, ['H-'J-'l't"ll '|.|-.|.I:1IJ:|' Heean Brummeld andd Ilj!l'il".'.l,L:L'lJ CYETL
Richand Burion’s Mark Antony, i HBCO's Sunday night sex
amid sanslals extrvaings, Ko, knows how (o sl
der. Giood sense of hmsoae® Check - a0 appealing. scll-
cifecing sort, Imom leoglying a1 pening 1t in the neck om
hEs san for not landing the role of James Boaad o Casivne
Kopale (the d.tﬂppmr_mz'm wis ooaveved hr!. a3 1xandel
Craig poster appodring oo the 13ycarolkds bedroom
wealll, 1o welomming the lines appeartng on his sduiire-
frwed face fhe's now 453

s v come umes Parcloy sn't misch, moch more
well kreowni

It mnst be anmoyingg to be usked that guestion when
yo're sl (o be being sskod abaoail your now filin,
Sedorronr Kane, In which you sar (Purelfoy's name i
above the title. so b poally s the mmain dealy bat iF i is,
Puerefor doesn't rise o the bait Lecking like an affshic,
alf-tuty stockbrober (peans, brovwn suede |oafers, charcoal
jacket on top of @ mavy vneck) be smies wivly and beans
his fece on his hand. He's heard this hefone

“Irs sa muoch mone about other people than me,” he
says 1'm not concemmed aboat i 1'm really very ploased
with Sodurnoer Kare, | just fntshed shooting frorcfad [an
Anghay U5 mcdicval siope muovicl, I've done fobn Carfer
on Mars, which i a huge Drsney/Fixar film Obvsously
woll wanl scrscthing fo b o numaway spcoess, thet'd be
jreat, b theee's nat mmaich you can die @bt it You fum
up, you work dilsgently and professsonally and you do 2=

poixl a job as vl prossiiey can [ you can dae that aned have
a good |ie then I'm I'uppn_.' with that, | re.'ﬂ]:,-'uu.'

For e recand, 1 believe him. Mavbe Parefoy has got the
halance right = svoiding the fime game and concentnting
imstcad om golng for the pars thee he wangs? Even be,
theaagth, ackndwiodges that i0s pAcky, T did Ove menutes
i | R'.lr.l:g.l':.l":' Tede [with Heath Ledger] and thas film
dpeened mee doors o me Hon three seascns at the BSC
o 8 sefsan af the fationil or any nuemder of Banish inde-
pendent films that Pye done.”

Pureloy grew up o Seanerset and  had o “hacobic™
upbringing. He was sent 1o boarding schioed at the age of
scven aind stayed umtil be was 06 B owasn’t exactly a roap
img suceess ~ e lell with e © Lovel, altlwsngh be wenl
am tox get 18 meone ar night school. During his A Levels he
et 1 drama teacher who termed Birm on W acting. Altera
stint a5 a hospita] ponter and a bit of selling the Soclalisd
Wemrlser matside Brixton Tubhe, Purcfoy stucied at the
Coiral Schood of Spocch and Drama (wlheers he meet Faye
Ripdey, with whiam he hada relaticnship for 11 years) and
then jdned the Rogal Shakespeane Company. While he
was 28 Mpatfond, he starred in eighs plays e he also
picked up television work. Since then he's done costiane
dramas (he was Rawdon Crawlcy oppositc Foose
Withempoun's Becky Sharpe i Varnty Fades and plenny of
suaslbucklimg (s Alackbeand the Fimie and last year as a
“vigilante philambropist™ in NBC's The  Plulacnnbvemis
alongside Meve Camphell)

s an impressive carcer by most standands bat, desplte
his prfestations, there remains 1 whifl of uiderachicve:
ment about i Perbaps that's smply unfair, perhaps #1's
larcly & resilt of Purefoy's kil back, modess style, not to
mention a8 hitchy comment from Julian Fellowes somc
yrirs apo whowal i beingg “lacy®. He smibes again, ©1 hate
[EERSH Y this abour Julian, | lvve him bug be docs arpec s
big mouth some. Let’s not forges that we were talking
abour Knls' 1elly 3t the time. [ imnean youn can ondy cul your
st acoomBing 1o vour cloth and 1 had preoy aversge
cloth; this wasn't Gosford Fark =

Interview by

Claire Black




Whothor he carmcd it o nt, Parefoy does hase a nopayr
tation s semeone who docsn't really @b amy of it oo
serpitisly. Sramps Uiciy, that 31 couldin’t Be furtlser Brosm the
imuth. He's easy.godng, yes, he finds sspects of “the busi
s unpabicsble {CHotox for actors® | mean, [ joss don's
gt ) buat Pureloy secms tolally commsitiod o lis carcer
as an actof and feady [or 3 Bew [Ihﬂ-r«t'

Flaying Mark Amtony, iE fums oul, was i tnsformatine
experenoe. Mot only didd it make him instamby recogns
able in the 1'% (“They loved Mark Amtony bocause he's
such & bloke We have o bt more of o problem with
Tododees hione. ™) amdd allow ham b workl widh the best oo
dnicers aml directony (hey were the @ient behind Tiw
Setranes) i gave him much more confilence in his absili-
1% 35 an acior,

*Rewrae Eatgglit e how toact beter e 1'vie ever 2ot
teefore,” he says °] just had a much gresier anderstanding
Ty the el of shooteng of the kined of acvos thai | could be

“When | watched it 1 coukl see things that were infer
csting anid | thoigh, wow, | can be peally, g manly' "
He larghs. “That's quitc a lcaming cxporicnce = roabsing
that [ oold be 8 really big, burch Boke which I'd never
really done before. It ncally was imtoresting.”

It wyas g lessom, it tums oot that vas perfect preparatsm
for his now nede as Solmon Eane. A fanksy action-advor
e hasex] on the charcter from loonbc Amencan writer
arsl Creator ol Conan. Rolser E Hoawvand, 40s sct i3 -
sy version of 16th cemtury England, repeie with demaons,
ghamils and owil  sofcercrs, 000 10 meniien  Peec
Postlethwaite as a Puntan patriarch.

The sty is of Kane's redompison from muedesous,
spriritualiy bereft buccaneer o Paritan avenger. The Ghlar
heso was, secorcding 10 Furefoy, just e kind of charmcter
he was keokig for, “He's very maich a man™ lhic s
“There's pothing bowvish abou ldm and we don't have
many of those kKinds of pans - be's a g, inssculine pres-
cnce. 'We don't get many of these fullhlooded movie fcon
characters, with the cape and the hat and dong the |he
makics swashibockbing notees], it's just fun o watch

“I'm pist one for banging on abmit my own waork: b
I'm pleased with this Bocasse it works. [t works. for the
auidécnce thon it's dmeid a8 = §0s scany and it°s bl and it has
an epec focl about i that vou don’t clien sec with inde-
pendent lntish films.*

The wher thing that Pureloy s ploaseod abowt s that the
mavie, despite s Bntastical premise, & plaved saralghit

“Sword and swocry films 3 3 goire terd 10 be - oo
tainly when | watched them in the 8l = rather camp amd
bit knowing. 3 bit winkvodnky. | alwayvs fell
sliphely distansced by that = | msean if the peo-
pie in it aren't faking o seqously,
how can 1P W tricd daing the
reverse with this aml going vEry
clark, Making # very real

Max von Sydow plays Jaslah
Kane, Solomods Bther (a seoomd
appearance for von Sydow noa
Rebert B Howand adapration
sincc he playod King Osnic in
Conan ey Harlgriae)  and
Purcfoy =ays walching him at
work was '3 musienchiss, THe's 3 |
begemd. When those Kimds of peo-
e ammve o set vou et ke a
Back scal I viomi're chover ag all,
vl feist weabch andd youl leam

The flm was slad im0 L
the Crech Bepublic over
four months,  in frccEing
oodl weather amd upder 3 pen
petual downpr

“I's an exhmmsting process
making 3 Glm ke his. T Ao
micaning abaout it bocaise you get
gkl foor it hait it s g We were
shvsiating in =10 and Mike [Mdke
J Basset, the wenienfilirectorn
had a Getish for mod and rein
He'd poner ahout (L 0KHF Hires o

14 20 repauary 2010 ScotsmanMagazine

| acting * He smiles, selfeffacing, a hit silly. “The following

I ve Qot frienas who
are Very well known

and |wouldn't
want their lives”
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N
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wialor on us overy sangle day. [e'd soak into your clothes
apl then i vou sar down i beraeen takes for 3 cup ol tea
of sercthmg. they'd then frecee to your body. You'd try
tor et wp and then you'd fall over, they'd help vou up anxd
Hici punis kettles of water over you §o defros you before
sending vou hack oul again

There wede oher dangers oo Kane fights with two pis
bids, a cutlass and a Faper. Turefoy sl meosz of his own
sunds 50 he picked up a few Knocks along the way,

“Youn read the sonipt and vou know vou're gosng o get
injured, 10's just o question of Bow bad will it e and hos
leng will it keep vou anary from the a0 We had o nasty
moment when smmeone pearly ok the top of my head
aff with a sword. Thore was a hell of a bt of hlood s i
lourked much wiorse whien it lepscived tham it peally was

It weas band enough that e pecded stitches but that™s m
what he scoms most pleased about, “Mike, can you
| believe ir, kept the camera rolling. OfF course, and [ kept

e e that vout sit o a film set 2 vou st for sours
[ 3 throesocoml B of cxcitement and then #8's over I0s
incredibly mundene. He doesn't bay 61, he's not imerested
amymsoe:. But he's intenested in e fndsled prodhoc.”

He must be exciied ahaout Sofmaraer Keme?

“He s, e preccrds mot 1o be o he @5 And oy very
happy 1o sy Danicl s off the wall and Sofemon Kaae is
s cheere and [ didn's Teve apviliing o do with i

And o Sedemon Kane is the nmoway socoess thas
Purcloy bopes it will be, the fire in 2 unlogy diae will
surcly, al lasd, bring him 1o wider attention, will he
embmce the fame that comes alopg with 917 Puarefo’s
alanzint he won'l

e ot frends who are very, very well known and
(rankly | wouldn't want thoir bves. [ don't like the way
that people ook ot them, 1 don't Bke the WAy that 1hey
have 1o deal on 3 daily basis with the most trcsomcly
logi=tical soudf abowt how' they're going (o leave the house
ampd which cxr teev're going be use amd what back
cntrance thoy'se got o go throagh ©

He tell= abone making 3 flm peoahicsd by Bios Jeha
somie yoars o, [ bed o Purcfoy spending time with John
and he got an fnsght o that level of fame tha stayed
witls him.

“My abiding memory of it was sauling arcmnd wath
EMon i sorvice arcas of leels. Mot the mdoe s that we
2l want to sit in, bt o the dmooghity comidors and doedgy
segvice lifs, [ juist thoangdi, Chast is thas your vicwd

Foar Parcloy, be wants balance.

“Wou inhabit extraordinary characters - Mark Amtony,
Sidonan kane, Hackbeand the Pirate. The lisg poes on and
a1 |85 hlarionis, s =0 far asay from the maaedane 1ie of
becing a ] in w'est London cloanimgg hes kids underpants
Ie's Bke a split life, 2 bimre split life, You're doing home-
wirlk, maths and alpeben and you're on a pline the -
hwing day anad youn're commansdang Caesar's anmics

I v cam wiorkl a8 g actor at the top of your prdes
shon, doing really good ol and be able to go to the super.
market and be able 10 ave o noomal life with yoor Kid n
the park, it's an amaging balance oo schdeve. That's the
pah U ivegotianing 39 this stage "

oo lock to hdm

wieek |l 3 errible moment with a stuninan when
I was mcant to be stabbéng him in the neck. He
moved his head ar the bot sceoml and | stabibed
him i the face = through his cheeke. He sasd be fele
the blade stop o the sirfsce of his pongoc”
Puscioy nioves arcund o bis seag as e talks, there
are souandd effects and sccents when eequired. s
cver w5 aliphtly peeky, which B oot odid with his
save goosl Jookes

Ancl what about those beoks, Task? “Fading fass,”
he osts in with a lingh. | wonider & thesy've heen a
hindrance ralser than a help in his career? “Let s just
kcop it poing that way,” he says, “Uve always thought
[ was preoy Bland looking As you gt alder, you get
miane [mes on your face and there’s more of 3 stony.
Heeng it on. Wisen [ was younger | was post prcity, nol
dlark amd chiscled, Danke] Day Lewisinteresieng, | was
juest 3 bie fesiureless. ds vou et alder, the life you've
Eved, the trials, the splst-aps, dealing svith your chakil,
all of thiese things get pokl dn your aee.”

Purcfoy's =on (his mothor s the actness Hiolly Aind,
buxt Pusrefoy and Adpd are no longer 1ogetlser) i hand
1o mmpress, he says: “He's been amumd me all of his
life, filming i not thas big a deal, Whai he's iniepess-
e in is the traler and docs o have an XBox init He's
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